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THE NATURE OF TRUE GREATNESS.* | 
“In thine hand it is to make great.”—1 Caron. 29: 12. 


It is a very different view which we take of human life from its 
commencement and from its close. David uttered these words on 
the eve of his departure from this world. Some of my youthful 
hearers are about (in common phrase) to enter it. And since upon 
me, as one of your pastors, in the ordinary succession of our min- 
istrations, it devolves to address to you the last Christian counsels 
from this place, can I do better than to lead you to a death-bed, 
to correct the anticipations of life by its retrospect, to correct the 
dictates of hope by those of experience, to show you how life, with 
all its events and vicissitudes appeared to the eye of an old and 
dying man, and to impress on your hearts a weighty and solemn 
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truth to which he gave utterance while standing on the very verge 
of eternity? With peculiar force and propriety did these words 
come from the lips of David, who had commenced life as a shep- 
herd-boy and oe it on the throne of a great and powerful na- 
tion, after having bequeathed to the world and to the Church of 
God the most precious and imperishable monuments at once of his 
genius and his piety. Truly he was a great man, and God had 
made him so; and well might he acknowledge: “In thine hand 
it is to make great.” 
Let us inquire— 


I. What is the nature of true greatness? It is of a holy and 
scriptural greatness that we are now to speak, and we must draw 
our conceptions of it from the word of God. The scriptural idea 
of greatness is essentially different from that which is formed by 
the world. It is more deep, more comprehensive and complete. 
That which is highly esteemed among men, is abomination in the 
sight of God. That which is great and exalted in the estimation 
of the world, is often mean and contemptible in his sight. Toa 
few names the world has, by general consent, conceded and ap- 
pended the title of the Great—Alexander the Great, Constantine 
the Great, Napoleon the Great. Perhaps not half a dozen names 
in all history enjoy this titular distinction. And what were they? 
Great in intellect; great in energy; great in the changes they 
wrought and the works they accomplished they certainly were. 
But these great qualities and works were degraded and vitiated 
by low aims. They did not exert their power for the general 
good and the glory of the Most High, else how vast and ever- 
extending and enduring had their greatness been! But self was 
the beginning and end of all their deep-laid plans and mighty la- 
bors. They were great men with little aims. Their greatness was 
like a tree of ample trunk and wide-extended foliage, not spread- 
ing a beneficent shade, but distilling a deadly poison on. all beneath, 
and thus killing its own roots and insuring its own decay. The 
later and soberer judgment of the world has reversed its own 
estimate of these men, and though the empty title is still conceded 
to them, the lustre of their once glorious fame is already waxing 
dim, and instead of the bright and dazzling orbs which they once 
appeared, their pale and shadowy disk will ere long be scarce dis- 
cernible, when the light of truth and the glory of holiness shall 
have filled the moral sphere of the world. It is hardly necessary 
to say that these mighty troublers and destroyers of the world are 
not the great men of the Bible and of Christianity. 

There is another and undoubtedly a higher order of worldly 
greatness. It is that which consists purely in exalted genius and 
great intellectual power, whatever be the form of its manifesta- 
tion—whether it be exerted in exploring the natural world, ascer- 























THE NATURE OF TRUE GREATNESS. ; 171 





taining its laws, classifying its facts, applying its forces, or direct 
its gaze into the mysterious depths of the soul itself, or give to its 
great thoughts and glowing emotions the wings of language to 
bear them down the deep tracts of time. Here is something more 
agreeable to the true nature and destination of man. It is a de- 
velopment of some of his highest attributes, though not all of them. 
It is truly admirable, for if the glorious adornment of the heavens 
proclaim the majesty and wisdom of God, much more does the 
outshining of his own natural image in man’s wondrous intellect. 
This form of greatness has also been generally beneficent in its in- 
fluence—favorable to peace and social happiness. It will, there- 
fore, probably command some degree of the esteem and admiration 
even of a renovated and holy world. Still it is, in itself, incom- 
plete and unfinished. Without something to sanctify and enno- 
ble it, it falls short of the full and perfect idea of greatness which 
is presented to us in the divine word. 

The greatness of the Bible is a holy greatness. It is sanctified 
by its principle, exalted by its end and aim. Like the river which 
flowed out of Eden, often as its streams may be parted, and far as 
they may wander, they are still hallowed by the memory and 
blessed by the influences of Paradise. The fear of God is the 
source of its wisdom ; the love of God is the spring of its activity 
and power ; the glory of God is the end of its enterprises and la- 
bors. It doubtless includes within itself all the elements of great- 
ness, even of a worldly kind—strength of intellect and strength of 
soul, knowledge, power, dignity, extensive influence, deeds of high 
and difficult achievement and lasting memory, all these are in- 
cluded in the scriptural as well as the worldly idea of greatness ; 
but to these are superadded the charm of moral purity, the beauty 
of holiness, the harmony of well-ordered affections, of a soul center- 
ing, even to the most distant thoughts that float in its system, 
upon God, including innumerable motions of infinite velocity and 
power, yet all revolving around and receiving their light from 
God ; even its comets in their devious and far-extending track, its 
very meteors in their explosive and irregular brilliancy, all feeling 
the control of one universal gravitating principle—the love and 
fear of God. This is scriptural greatness. This is complete, sym- 
metrical, harmonious greatness—greatness not only of powers and 
of works, but of aims and motives, a moral based on and consum- 
mating an intellectual and natural greatness, the elevation of a 
holy heart as well as the expansion and the strong grasp of a 
mighty intellect ; a greatness which glorifies God, vindicates his 
Providence, upholds his moral government among men, labors to 
lift up human nature from the degradation and error and misery 
of its fall, which, in a word, blesses its possessor and makes him a 
blessing. 














172 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 

II. Is this greatness a proper object of aspiration and pursuit. 
Is man capable of it? May man aspire to it? 

We answer, Yes. 

1. Because man was made for greatness—for this greatness. Our 
first reason is drawn from the nature of man. God made man in 
his own image—made him for dominion and power, for superiority 
and sway over the rest of creation. He stamped nobility, a high 
descent and glorious destination on his brow and attitude. ‘“ Adam 
was the son of God,” and “ we are also his offspring.” There can 
be no presumption in the highest hopes and aims on the part of 
those whom God hath made but a little lower than the angels, and 
crowned them with glory and honor and set them over the works 
of his hands, and made the fowls of the air and the fish of the sea 
and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the sea, to be their 
subjects, and where they become reconciled to him through his 
dear Son, maketh his angels to be ministering spirits to them, and 
himself to be THEIR Gop. Man is born great. Great powers, 
great duties, great expectancies, a great sphere of action, great 
hopes and promises are his. If he becomes little, it is by his own 
fault and sin. 

2. The word of God exhorts us to it, “calls” us to “glory” as 
well as to “virtue,” to be wise and strong and good in the highest 
degree of which our nature is capable, to covet earnestly the best 
gifts, to aim at a greatness which eclipses and throws into the shade 
all earthly glory and royalty, far more than the monarch’s scepter 
of pure gold and diadem of priceless gems surpasses the toy of 
childhood. ‘He that overcometh shall inherit all things, and I 
will be his God, and he shall be my son!” Here is a greatness 
whose spectators are worlds, whose theater is eternity, whose be- 
stower is God, whose decorations are a crown of glory and a dia- 
dem of beauty in his kingdom of eternity! The ambition it 
awakens, therefore, is not only of the purest, but of the loftiest and 
most aspiring kind. 

3. Because we are clearly taught that there will be a distinction 
in the rewards of eternity graduated to the different degrees of 
merit and earnestness in the service of God in the present life. One 
will “‘have authority over ten cities,” another “ over five cities.” 
“ As one star differeth from another star in glory, so will be the 
resurrection of the dead.” While some will shine as the bright- 
ness of the firmament, others will be as the stars in that firmament. 
Is not all this calculated, is it not plainly intended to call forth a 
holy emulation in fidelity and earnestness? It shows that what 
men call ambition is an a perversion and degradation of what 
was originally a pure onl noble tendency of the human soul, and 
which all the revelations of a future life are adapted at once to 
strengthen and exalt. 

4. The examples of Scripture are justifications of the highest 
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aim. They are the strongest incentives to it. All history besides 
contains no such list of heroes as the eleventh chapter to the He- 
brews. They were heroes in intellect, heroes in principle, heroes 
in unshrinking courage and self-denying toil and high achievement. 
The source of their heroism was faith in God and an immortal 
hope, and the spirit of their heroism was exalted, and its works 
were great and enduring because they were emanations of a divine 
and heavenly principle. They “subdued kingdoms, wrought 
righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 
quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of 
weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight 
the armies of the aliens.” Moses and David and Daniel, and he 
who, partaker of the like precious faith, here appreciates and draws 
their character, were great men, and are to this day the ruling 
spirits of the world. And is not our eye pointed to this great 
cloud of witnesses, and are we not bidden to lay aside every 
weight and set forth with the greatest ardor in the same race? 


IIT. Let us dwell for a moment on the source of this greatness. 

This is revealed in the text: “In thy hand it is to make great.” 
The powers, the incentives, the occasions which make any course 
of human action memorable and important, are all from God. He 
gives the natural endowments, the strength of mind, the activity 
and force of character; his Providence opens the field of human 
exertion, and presents the objects which awaken and call forth the 
energies of the soul; his Spirit impresses on the heart the resist- 
less force of high and holy motives; his blessing gives wide ex- 
tension and prolific virtue and long endurance to the labors of men. 
All things are of God. Even the world’s heroes have felt and 
acknowledged this. The most striking of them perhaps, the 
prodigy of the last age, the man who made kings to tremble, and 
nations were astonished at him, distinctly expressed, near the close 
of his life, his belief in that sovereign and omnipotent Being who 
had lifted him up and made him irresistible. How devoutly and 
thankfully does David acknowledge the same truth. (Ps. 18.) 
“It is God that girdeth me with strength, and maketh my way 
perfect. He maketh my feet like hinds’ feet, and setteth me upon 
my high places. He teacheth my hands to war, so that a bow of 
steel is broken by mine arms. By thee have I run through a 
troop; and by my God have I leaped overa wall. Thou hast also 
given me the shield of thy salvation: and thy right hand hath 
holden me up, and thy gentleness hath made me great.” God is 
here acknowledged as the inspirer of fortitude, strength, courage, 
and perseverance; the source of wisdom and skill; the giver of 
success, the sure guide, the almighty protector, the bestower of 
honor and exaltation—in a word, the author of greatness, whether 
of personal qualities, of rank and position, of influence or of fame. 
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Some of the most sublime passages in Scripture are those which 
describe this at once universal and particular disposal which God 
makes of the character and lot of men. God guided Cyrus, 
though he knew him not. He held his right hand to subdue na- 
tions before him; he loosed the loins of kings to open before him 
the two-leaved gates. He went before him and broke in pieces 
the gates of brass and cut in sunder the bars of iron. He gives to 
the labors of some men a facility and success which astonishes 
themselves, while he leaves others to combat with unseen yet in- 
surmountable difficulties, and to “beat the air” with ineffectual 
endeavors. One finds himself borne onward to success and great- 
ness by a strong current of favoring circumstances. Another rows 
against an equally strong current with hard and unavailing toil. 
The same efforts, the same measures which fail at one time succeed 
at another. The same man who is at one time overspread with a 
cloud of suspicion and disgrace, at another rejoices in the bright 
sunshine of honor and prosperity. The race is not to the swift, 
nor the battle to the strong. God chooseth out the lot of our 
inheritance for us. He appointeth unto men their times and the 
bounds of their habitation, that they may seek after him, that the 
observing mind may perceive that there is a great First Cause 
which overrules second causes, that men may be still and know 
that he is God. This is the lesson of all history—of all Provi- 
dence. The sooner you learn it, the more deeply you apprehend 
it, the better. The Most High ruleth in the kingdoms of men and 
giveth them to whomsoever he will. Promotion cometh neither 
from the east, nor from the west, nor from the south. But God is 
the king ; he putteth down one and setteth up another. None can 
stay his hand. Thou, O Lord! art most high for evermore. In 
thy hand it is to make great! 

A few general reflections offer themselves in connection with 
our subject. 

1. If it is in God’s hand to make great, then is he to be acknow- 
ledged and adored as the author of all the endowments of men. 
The golden gifts which have made and still make some men con- 
spicuous and commanding, ought not to attract an idolatrous ad- 
miration to their possessor, but to call forth devout thankfulness 
and praise to God who has given such powers to men. Do we see 
and adore God in the lustre of a star, the fragrance of a flower, 
and shall we not in the matchless light, activity, and power of the 
human soul, that which of all created things bears in most distinct 
and radiant characters the impress of the Creator’s image ? 

2. If it is in the hand of God to make great, what must be the 
guilt of those who have come from his hand endowed with great 
and powerful talents and energies, and have perverted and abused 
them to spread disorder, pollution, and misery among his moral 
subjects! When wit labors to make truth ridiculous, when great 
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reasoning powers are exerted to puzzle and mislead the under- 
standings of men, when genius seeks to make vice attractive, how 
guilty as well as how fatal the perversion. The armor of light 
used to extend the kingdom of darkness! ‘The most precious gifts 
of God made the occasion of a more conspicuous and mischievous 
impiety! How has the amount of human misery been swelled 
and the victims of perdition multiplied by those whom God has 
distinguished by his bounty, and who have distinguished them- 
selves by their enmity to him and to truth and virtue and human 
happiness. Do not join in the senseless admiration which the 
world often lavishes on such men, but avoid the polluting contact 
of their conversation or their works, and regard them as the most 
fearful examples at once of depravity and of ingratitude. 

3. If it is in God’s hand to make great, then is greatness to be 
solicited and expected from him. His Providence is to be acknow- 
ledged, his will to be consulted, his guidance to be sought, his 
glory to be aimed at. Our plan of life is to be formed under his 
eye, and his counsel and blessing to be implored as the sole condi- 
tion of success. 

Finally, if it is in God’s hand to make great, from him we must 
derive our idea of greatness, not from the public opinion of an 
apostate world, not from our own pride or vanity or selfish aspira- 
tions. We must look to God to learn what greatness is before we 
can look to him to bestow it upon us. And where has he revealed 
it to us? In his holy het i its precepts, its histories and its 
promises—above all, in the life of his Son, who being the bright- 
ness of his glory and the express image of his person, and uphold- 
ing all things by the word of his power, in the fullness of time 
came down to these abodes of guilt and misery, took upon him 
our form, partaking of all our infirmities, was made under the law, 
subjecting himself to all its relations, that he might present a per- 
fect and glorious exemplar of all the goodness and greatness which 
man is capable of—man the tabernacle of the divinity, man and 
yet God, God manifest in the flesh, the Prince of the kings of the 
earth, the root and offspring of David and the bright and morning 
star. A voice from the excellent glory has said: “This is my 
beloved Son in whom I am well nsagee Imitate Christ, then, 
and you will please God. Serve Christ and the Father will honor 
you. Strive to resemble Christ and you will be great. His cha- 
racter and lifeare the perfect realization of all the ideas we can 
form of the beautiful and the grand in human character. In the 
greatness of his aims, the greatness of his labors, the greatness of 
his sacrifices and self-denials, the greatness of the deliverance he 
achieved and the blessings he bestowed on men, which will mul- 
tiply and extend throughout eternity, who can compare with him! 
O thou bleeding Love! thou infinite Sufferer! thou almighty 
Conqueror and Redeemer! May we look to thee that we may 
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learn what true greatness is! May we believe in thee that we 
may reach it! Breathe thy Spirit into us! Endue us with power 
from on high! May we walk in thy path of toils and tears through 
this life on earth, that we may be exalted and glorified with thee 


“ boy kingdom of thy Father and our Father, thy God and our 





SERMON XVI. 
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POWER IN THE PREACHER. 


“ Anp my speech and my preaching were not with enticing words of man’s wis- 
dom, but in demonstration of the Spirit, and of power.”—1 Cor, 2: 4. 


THE contrast in this verse is a pointed and expressive one, stand- 
ing out, as is often the case in the Apostle’s writings, in the light 
of boldest antagonism. Man’s wisdom, on the one hand, in all 
its barrenness and insufficiency, the power of God, involving also 
his wisdom, on the other, in all the fullness of its energy and 
glory of its wonder-working exercise. The one, lying helpless, if 
not mute, before the grand problem, “ How shall man be just 
with God,” how shall a sinner find forgiveness? The other, able 
to meet every want of the soul, to throw open the prison-doors of 
the sighing captive of sin, strike off his fetters and gladden him 
with the words of liberty and pardon. 

By the “enticing words of man’s wisdom,” the Apostle points 
specially at the philosophy of his day, as dogmatic as it was hol- 
low and deceptive. But the idea may embrace, without forced 
construction, every description of merely human teaching, which, 
ignoring the Gospel, tends to puff man up with foolish conceits, 
and put his soul in jeopardy, by leading him to confide in a fleshly 
arm. By the “demonstration of the Spirit,” he refers to the ordi- 
nary, and perhaps to some extent, the extraordinary gifts, which, 
by virtue of his apostleship, he was honored to offer and convey 
to men. By the word “ power,” the specific reference no doubt 
is, to the miraculous power, which was among Paul’s special quali- 
fications, not excluding, however, the power inherent in the Gos- 
pel, which Paul preached to every man, and which, itself the 
power and wisdom of God unto salvation, rises so grandly above 


* Preached before the General Synod of the Protestant Reformed Dutch Church 
in North-America, at its Annual Session held in Newark, N. J. 
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whatever scheme or device man’s intellect has conceived, or his 
rash lips uttered, for justifying the sinner and washing the soul 
clean from its crimson stains. 

This power, illustrated by spiritual gifts emanating from God, 
and clothing the Christian minister, makes him strong and efficient 
in his high office. It is the power to edify the Church, to expand 
the knowledge of Christ, to win souls to him, to commend to all 
men the great principles breathing from the Gospel, to administer 
the Christian ordinances, proclaim the divinely free offer of pardon, 
and point the weary, heavy-laden soul to Christ, for rest. The ex- 
ercise of this power is in no way dependent on the fair opinions 
or applauses of the world. It is able to stand alone and be suc- 
cessfully exerted without popular favor. 

To possess and wield this power should be the aim, as it may 
be the attainment of every true minister of Christ. Every man, 
the humblest of us all, who has right conceptions of his office, who 
magnifies it, in the spirit of the Apostle, who longs to make it, 
and his own labors in it, subserve only the high ends of its crea- 
tion, who regards the Gospel as the only remedy which can reach 
and remove the leprosy of the soul—who finds necessity laid on 
him to preach this Gospel, and not another—by whatever respect- 
able name that other may be called—may be and will be, in and 
through Christ’s might, a living power in the world—made such 
by the divine ordinance, by the express promise of the Master, b 
the very relations in which he stands to One who is faithful to his 
word and almighty to perform it. 

This word “ power,” therefore, as thus explained, and as cloth- 
ing the individual minister, is the key-word to the remarks which 
I purpose to submit to the fathers and brethren now assembled, in 
fulfillment of the duty belonging to the present occasion. 


I. The first remark I would make is, that the idea of power is 
inseparable from the first idea we form of Christianity, as a grand 
heaven-desired scheme for reforming and saving men. 

For Christianity implies growth and progress. Not through the 
smiles of worldly greatness or the favor which it met with from 
men, but in spite of the sternest and most stubborn opposition, in 
spite of the earth’s lures and snares, in spite of the hostility of 
raging kings and rulers, and the corrupt teachings of the wise 
men of this world, in spite of whatever forces, open or covert, 
drawn out to vanquish or arrest it, by the Prince of Darkness, 
who, to gain his ends, assumes sometimes the guise of an angel of 
light. ‘To advance with majestic steadiness along a path frowning 
with dangers and foes, proclaims the terrible inborn energies of 
Christianity. For what was there in Christianity at its birth, to 
give promise of the successes which surely awaited it—successes, 
which to the eye of earthly wisdom, seemed impossible to be 
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achieved, without power, palpable as it was vast? But this 
power it did not have. The reverse of this rather marked it, 
Christianity came down to the earth noiselessly as the dews of 
heaven fall. A lowly babe was born in Bethlehem. His infant 
cries blended with the lowing of herds, sharing with. him the 
rude shelter of his first earthly abode. No circumstance in his 
condition pointed to that infant as King of the Jews—as Son of 
God, as the author and finisher of faith to unborn millions of man- 
kind, And as he grew in stature and in years, men hiding as it 
were their faces from him, he displayed at every step the virtue 
and power divine, which it was no robbery to exercise and claim. 
Though man never spake like that man, and wonders were 
wrought by him which made the very devils own him as Christ, 
the Jewish sages disposed of these phenomena very summarily, by 
declaring that his words were blasphemies, and his works the cratt 
of Beelzebub. He went about doing good, nevertheless, and the 
poor had a large share of his attention and kindness. He entered 
the publican’s lowly abode. He suffered a weeping Magdalen to 
anoint and kiss his blessed feet and bathe them with her peniten- 
tial tears, pouring into her soul in return such blessings as Infinite 
Love and Power might alone bestow. He even deigned to wash 
the feet of the disciples whom he had gathered about him—poor 
men like himself—publicans, fishermen, men of little mark or 
note or influence in society. And when scorned and scouted the 
more for the practice of these humilities—persecuted as a pre- 
tender, treated with foulest indignity by the polite and respectable 
of the land, arraigned as a felon, condemned by a mock trial, and 
raised upon the cross amid the jeers and derisive shouts of a fero- 
cious throng, as though he had been the blackest of criminals; 
who, looking with eye of carnal wisdom into the fast-coming ages, 
would have dared to foresay, that, in and through that uncom- 

laining Sufferer, hanging there with marred visage and mangled 
imbs, salvation should be proclaimed to a world; and that from 
the blood of his cross a power should go forth to raise the dead, 
both individuals and nations, into life; to found a majestic church 
organization, resting on “ Christ crucified” as its “ chief corner- 
stone,” and make Christianity, so scorned and despised in its origin, 
the badge of a vast brotherhood out of all nations, marked by 
every thing that most dignifies and ennobles humanity, and blesses 
man for this world and for the next! 

Yet this very result came to pass. And the fact of its gradual 
development, 1s a constant miracle. The power of working it, 
was imparted to others, when the time came for the Lord to be 
received up. ‘To his chosen disciples, the great commission was 
given: and breathing on them, the Master said: ‘ Receive ye the 
Holy Ghost.” This gift was the seal of their high commission— 
the power and presence of the indwelling Christ, himself visibly 




















POWER IN THE PREACHER. 179 


absent—the energy with which the words they were to speak 
should foil the arts of the sophist, and beat down the defenses of 
skeptic and gainsayer, and make rulers and potentates quail before 
them, and bring home to aroused consciences the truth as it is in 
Jesus. 

And thus the Christian ministry, to endure through the coming 
ages, became a great power in the world—became such, by the 
design of Christ, by his express appointment, by the gifts which 
he communicated, by the promises he made, especially the cheer- 
ing one, “ Lo! I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world.” They were made to share the power which the Master 
exhibited so signally between his earthly cradle and his heavenly 
crown—the life-producing power by which the individual soul 
lost and ruined should be restored and saved, by the words, “ Thy 
sins are forgiven thee.” For every true ambassador for Christ, 
baptized in the Holy Ghost and in fire, should come to men with a 
Gospel, which through the Holy Ghost is the new creating power 
of God unto salvation to every penitent believer. And as the 
individual man must attest by himself the converting might of 
God’s grace, must enter the kingdom of heaven as one little 
child—by repentance and cordial resting on Christ, and in no 
other way—so the individual minister of Christ, must by himself 
be invested with the high functions first given to the apostles— 
must preach none other Gospel than that announced by Paul— 
must come to men of “like passions and infirmities” with himself, 
pointing them to the cross of Him who is alone the way, the 
truth, and the Life. 

Thus you see, my brethren, how the true Christian minister is 
ever a power in the world. United to Christ by personal faith— 
devoted to Christ by life-long consecration—endowed by Christ 
with power to work miracles through the gospel which he 
preaches—cheered by the emphatic pledge of Christ’s abiding 
presence and support for every trying season—he walks forth on 
his noble mission, upheld by a Divine arm, clad in celestial pano- 
ply, strong in his very weakness with the strength of the Master 
whom he serves, rejoicing in making sacrifices for him who will 
by and by receive him amid angelic symphonies into the “man 
mansions” prepared for the faithful. Well might Paul, ovét- 
whelmed with the sentiments belonging to such a situation, cling 
so fondly to the cross, and glory in that alone, and reckon as chaff 
and stubble whatever might attempt to make the cross of none 
effect. Well might he regard the “excellency of speech,” the 
tricks of oratory, the shallow devices for gaining popularity, the 
subtilties of philosophy, falsely so called, as utterly contemptible, 
beside the imposing grandeur of the simple message which he 
bore, the burden of which still was: ‘I determined to know no- 


thing among you save Jesus Christ and him crucified.” 
’ 
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II. This will suggest a second thought—the dignity of the 
Christian minister, by virtue of his office and associations. 

He is not his own, but belongs to Christ—belongs to him, not 
only as an ordinary servant of his household, but as a special am- 
bassador to bear the divine messages to men—belongs to Christ as 
an essential part of the profoundly mysterious arrangements for 
saving men, through the scheme of redemption. The power of 
Christianity, mighty and signal as it is, is partaken by the indi- 
vidual minister—for he, in the wise counsels of God, is a consti- 
tuent element in the development and application of that power, 
He therefore, not less than Christianity, becomes a power in the 
world, when he respects his office and himself as he should— 
when rising above the glare of the world, and the seductive voices 
of its popularity, his faith’s clear eye pierces the vail within which 
the great Master sits, who has called him and appointed him an 
ambassador from his royal court, and invested him with the author- 
ity of an honored and trusted servant, speaking in his name to 
men, and beseeching them in that name to become reconciled to 
God. He may feel himself specially united to that great heart, 
whose pulsations are in sympathy with the griefs and woes of sin- 
burdened hearts every where. He may know himself lovingly en- 
circled by that almighty arm, which can dash nations in pieces 
like a potter’s vessel. In every trial, struggle, sorrow, he ma 
feel himself beneath the tender gaze of that speaking eye, whic 
barely looking on Peter, overwhelmed the false disciple with the 

angs of shame and remorse. And if sorely tempted at times to 

e faithless himself, he may hear the accents of that voice of ten- 
der though thrilling rebuke, “ Will ye also go away ?” or encour- 
aging him if faint-hearted, with the words, “ Be of good cheer— 
be not afraid, it is I whom am with you;” or commending the 
humblest labor of love, the most unpretending act of mercy, with 
such emphasis as this: “Inasmuch as thou didst it to one of the 
least of these my brethren, thou hast done it unto me.” 

This the true servant of the sanctuary may feel and should 
feel, as an individual—not as one of aclass merely—not as be- 
longing to an honored brotherhood—not as merging himself in 
his order, not evading responsibility, or laying burdens which 
himself should bear, on the shoulders of his brethren, better able, 
as he may think, to bear them—but feeling that as one man, as 
one Christian teacher, great things have been intrusted to him, 
and great things should be rendered by him inreturn. He should 
never a that because his position in the church may be ob- 
scure, and that of others prominent, his responsibility or his 

ower is necessarily less. But walking and acting wherever the 
aster may cast his lot, as seeing Him who is invisible, he should 
do with his might whatever his hand finds to do for Christ—re- 


membering that if he have the marks of a true apostle, he is one— 
‘ 
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that he possesses, by virtue of his office, all the dignity of Paul— 
that the humblest soul inquiring through him the way to Zion, is 
precious as the Philippian jailer’s, who asked, with almost despair- 
ing poignancy, “ What must I do to be saved ?”—that the man in 
serge or the woman in rags, who through his preaching of right- 
eousness, temperance, and judgment to come, trembles with emo- 
tion, is rich as purple-clad Felix, in the immortal part, to ransom 
which, Jesus shed his blood—that the poor outcast from virtue, at 
whose bedside he ministers with the nurse-like tenderness of Paul, 
and whose languishing eye he points to the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sins of the soul, 1s no worse than he in regard to 
whom the Son of Man said: “This day shalt thou be with me in 
Paradise.” 

Snch is the position and work, and such the dignity of the true 
minister of Christ. And why if I am such an one, may not “ my 
speech and my ministry among men, be with the demonstration of 
the Spirit, and of power’? Why may not I be inspired, in a 
degree, as Paul himself, with the gifts of the mighty Paraclete? 
I am inspired, if a true ambassador and minister of the Lord, who 
makes me such and clothes me with the prerogatives of one sent 
forth from the court of heaven. I am inspired—for the spirit 
which he breathed on the first apostles, saying, “ Receive ye the 
Holy Ghost,” is the same spirit which he breathes on all true men 
now, who are worthily invested with the robes of the sacred 
office. And the indwelling of that Spirit, thus imparted, is inspir- 
ation. 

I have the power, too, of working miracles, in and through the 
Master, who honors me with bearing his truth to men. Not 
working them literally, as the apostles did—healing physical dis- 
eases, making the lame walk and the blind see, and raising the 
dead body to life again; for this power has ceased with the emer- 
gency which demanded its exercise. But through Christ who 
strengthens me, I can work the miracle of touching the blind 
eyes with the balm of Gilead, removing their films, and making 
them see the wonders and glories of the Lord’s spiritual universe ; 
and of speaking words of love and power, which, through the 
Divine Spirit’s direction and aid, exorcise the foul spirits of a 
man’s bad nature and vile passions, and bring the recovered man, 
sane and tractable, gentle and wondering and loving, at the feet 
of the Great Deliverer. As truly as Moses’ rod was but the hand 
of God, that struck the flinty bosom of the rock in the wilderness, 
that the waters gushed forth, may I strike with the rod of God’s 
spirit and truth the flintier rock of the human bosom, that floods 
of penitence and gratitude shall flow forth, to the glory of the 
divine power and grace | 

And this miracle, than which none in nature can be greater, has 
been repeated since Christianity first went forth on her grand mis- 
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sion of mercy. God honors us, O brethren! as he did Paul, with 
the power of performing it. And is it strange that the Apostle, 
amazed, awe-struck, at being the recipient of this power, with the 
high functions accompanying and illustrating it; he, who had 
been a persecutor once, who had insanely thought that he was 
doing God service when he went forth breathing threatenings and 
slaughter against the Lord’s Church and chosen—is it strange that 
he should despise the shifts and trickeries of human speech, the 
philosophizing charlatanry of the age, the adulation of the sin- 
blinded crowd, who, as at Lystra, would make God’s minister a 
god, and fall down ignobly and worship him, by reason of gifts 
not his own? Is it wonderful, that, estimating this at its real 
worth, he should find -it and confess it all as rubbish, beside the 
precious cross in which he unceasingly gloried? Had it been 
otherwise, the wonder would have been great indeed! But neces- 
sity was laid on Paul, not only to proclaim the True, but to expose 
and denounce the False; not only to exalt the wisdom of God, 
but to rebuke the cunning craftiness of men. While, as an indi- 
vidual, he was nothing, the office which he magnified was every: 
thing. And while as a minister of Christ, acting ever beneath 
the Master’s eye, and with the judgment-day before him, he gloried 
in perils and persecutions, and stood ready to lay down life itself 
in the service of the Gospel, it was the grace of God which made 
him a Christian hero; and it was a heart surcharged with the 
lofty sentiments which inspired his utter consecration, that led him 
to say with a burst of holy enthusiasm: “ Yea doubtless, and I 
count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Jesus Christ my Lord; for whom I have suffered the loss of all 
things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, and 
be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of 
the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the right- 
eousness which is of God by faith.” 

If we partake a consecration like this, the world to us becomes 
dwarfish indeed. To feel that the arm of the Master leans trust- 
ingly upon us, that his hand leads us forth, that his eye watches 
over us, that his love is our pavilion, where in time of danger we 
may hide, that his cross is our glory, that his glory is our unceas- 
ing aim, that souls won by our zeal and assiduity will be the 
jewels of the crown that his own hand will place upon our victor 
brows, to sparkle there forever—-what higher honor, what better 
security, what ampler supplies, what nobler stimulants, what more 
glorious reward, can the true minister crave? Well may he say, 
in respect to any who may covet earthly honor or the praises of 
men: “ What others value I resign.” Well may he scorn the 
fickle crowd’s hollow applauses. Well may he turn with disgust 
from the adulation of men, and fear even an honest popularity, 
lest it should exalt beyond measure one who had such cause to lie 
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as a weeping suppliant in the dust at the Master’s feet. He is ex- 
alted indeed, because a co-worker with Christ—a beloved friend, 
because an honered and trusted servant. But he dare not exalt 
himself, nor have others exalt him, but glories still in the cross 
and Gospel of that dear Master who of his rich grace has counted 
him faithful, putting him into the ministry. 

Such sentiments, such humility, and at the same time such dig- 
nity, springing from his conscious nearness to Christ, and from his 
vivid sense of the character and claims of his office, constitute the 
foundation element of power in the minister, and should be sought 
and obtained by one as well as another. There are various marks 
or tests by which the existence of the genuine power will be illus- 
trated, a few of which I shall now endeavor to point out. 

1. Work for Christ—unpausing, ungrudging, unsparing work— 
—the will to work—the determination to work—the love to work 
and struggle on, in a service which honors and blesses, giving 

eace to the conscience and joy to the soul. 

To this we are urged by the highest possible example—that of 
Him who said, “I must work the works of him that sent me 
while it is day; the night cometh when no man can work,” and 
who went about on his glorious mission engaged ceaselessly in 
labors of love. The example, too, of Paul, that unwearied mis- 
sionary, rises grandly before us, whose whole Christian life is a 
striking commentary on his own expressive words, “In labors 
more abundant.” 

If we are true servants of the Master, baptized with his Spirit, 
we will not rest*content merely to hold the servant’s place, or 
wear the servant’s honored livery, without taking part also in the 
servant’s toils. We will not suffer ourselves to sit ignobly down 
in some shaded corner of the vineyard, and watch, with the slug- 
gard’s half-closed eye, others who manfully bear the heat and bur- 
den of the day. We will never interpret the command, “Go 
work in the vineyard,” as simply meaning to enter in the vine- 
yard, but doing nothing there. The very object of sending men 
there, is to keep them from standing all the day idle elsewhere. 
Toil, ever the condition of success, and of honor too, is emphati- 
cally so in the Gospel ministry. No true minister, be his position 
what it may, will declare that he finds in his office insufficient em- 

loyment for both his hands. None will be willing to justify 
himself in careless inaction by the plea, that the field where God 
has sent him is small compared with others. There is no field, 
however humble, in which an honest workman may not find 
scope and verge for all his energies. I know it is common for a 
class, who have little conception of toil beyond what is merely 
physical, to describe the ministry as leading an easy and indolent 
sort of life. I pronounce the allegation a slander, as applying to 
a minister who rightly appreciates his position, and is determined, 
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Ged helping him, to do his whole duty in it. That it may be easy 
in certain cases, is unhappily true; but not in the case of a man 
who feels that the eye of the Great Taskmaster is ever on him, 
and that all he is and all he has is sacredly due to Christ. 

The very studies of a minister, carried on without bustle or 
noise where the world’s eye can not see him—studies, to fit him 
for the stated duty of edifying the flock—studies, embracing the 
searching of the el ce. in their original tongues—the examin: 
ation of authors illustrating the various branches of theology, 
which he is expected to be familiar with not only, but to be able 
to teach—knowledge of history, profane as well as sacred; of 

eography, to throw light upon the condensed narratives of Holy 
rit; of polite literature, whose rich and varied magazines are 
thrown invitingly open to the hand longing to grasp their trea- 
sures, and has the skill to use them effectively in the service of 
the Lord ; of true science, which, never a foe to revelation, is a 
potent auxiliary as a weapon in the Christian warfare ; the current 
news and periodical literature of the day, without a fair acquaint- 
ance with which a man fights with wary antagonists at serious 
disad vantage—these studies, I say, the fruits of which will appear 
in Sabbath-day discourses, themselves the fruit of severe, often 
exhausting labor, will show that the faithful minister’s life is any 
thing but a sluggish one. In addition to this, the multifarious 
cares and calls of a congregation—visits to the sick and destitute, 
to the suffering, to the sorrowing, to the inquiring, the services for 
the dead, and, besides all, the mental and bodily labors both, per- 
formed by the necessity of his position, on the day which all other 
callings me make a day of rest—proclaim how senseless is the 
cry, from whatever quarter raised, that a minister’s office is a sine- 
cure. 

A flippant remark of this character made to Dr. Johnson once, 
called forth from him this significant reply: “Sir, the life of a 
conscientious clergyman is not easy. I have always considered a 
clergyman as the father of a larger family than he can maintain. 
I would rather have chancery suits upon my hands, than the cure 
of souls. No, sir, I do not envy a clergyman’s life as an easy life, 
nor do I envy the clergyman that makes it an easy life.” And at 
another time, speaking of the merely physical labor sometimes 
performed by itinerating clergy, he says: ‘“ Whatever may be - 
thought of some Methodist teachers, he could scarcely doubt the 
sincerity of that man who traveled nine hundred miles in a 
month, and preached twelve times in a week—for no reward 
merely temporal could be given for such indefatigable labor.” I 
suppose no hearer save a captious one, would consider either of 
these remarks exaggerated or fanciful. 


III. Then there is the adaptedness of ministerial labor to the 
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wants of the age, that imposes an additional demand on in- 
dustry. ; ; . 

The age is eminently inquisitive and intensely practical. What 
advances has a single generation witnessed! What a rushing cur- 
rent has set in, bearing old — often as bubbles on its sur- 
face, marking movement and progress in every department—in 
science, in art, in education, in commerce, in agriculture, in do- 
mestic economy, in whatever tends to curb and subject the forces 
of nature, opening facilities to man’s comfort and well-being, and 
making mind and skill subservient to utility. Ido not say that 
in every case these advances are positive improvements; but in 
most cases they are manifestly so, as is proved by the fact, that 
where these changes have come they are permanent, at least until 
supplanted by another advance. There is no retrograde, no going 
back to the old and obsolete. . The new is found to be better, more 
useful, and is, therefore, clung to tenaciously. And is it too much 
to say, that to this active, curious, progressive’ age on which we 
have fallen, our preaching should be increasingly adapted? that 
it should reflect something of the vivacity of its spirit; that it 
should fit itself for meeting demands which will not be ignored ; 
that it should be marked less by the dryness of technical theology, 
and more by the perpetual freshness of many-hued illustration, 
which nature and art and history and society and passing events 
so copiously supply ? ‘ ' 

There is no abandonment of principle in this course; no time: 
serving compliance with the morbid cravings of a godless age’; 
no diluting of the great truths of God with carnal or sensuous 
admixtures. We hold the cardinal doctrines of the cross as finest 

old a hundred times purified. But to exhibit their shine, set 

rth their true majesty, and enforce their practical import, by 
varied illustration, having a present interest for men, does not 
weaken them at all nor obscure a ray of their incomparable lustre. 
We think the Great Preacher who gave us these truths is a safe 
guide to follow in this respect, and always. His preaching was 
with power, not because pervaded by Platonic transcendentalisms, 
or the misty metaphysics of his age, but because in no small mea- 
sure so intelligibly illustrative, so adapted to the simple souls that 
flocked from far and near to hear him; now availing himself of 
the life-crushing fall of Siloam’s tower to inculcate an everlasting 
truth, and now impressing some grand lesson by pointing to the 
sower’s seed-scattering hand and the devouring birds and strang- 
ling thorns. At one time exhibiting the heavenly Father’s un- 
speakable tenderness by’ the prodigal’s waste and succeeding 
wretchedness; his poignant reflection, his remorseful pangs, his 
earnest resolve, his suppliant return, his rejoicing reception. At 
another, making the drag-net, with its all-gathering sweep of good 
and bad fishes, present a vivid idea of the Gospel of the kingdom. 
14. 
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‘So Paul, becoming all things to all men, that he might gain 
some, adapted his speech to high or low, Greek or Jew, bond: or 
free, philosopher, Sadducee, or a Simon Magus, as the case might 
be, and did it with such admirable skill and effect, that he could 
honestly rejoice, and without a tittle of vain-glory, that he had not 
run in vain nor labored in vain. 

The Christian minister now has the same truths to utter that 
the Apostle announced, but his field is different, as are the cir- 
cumstances which surround him. The essence of the truth :is 
unchanged, though all else has changed with the changing times, 
We hold and preach the same Gospel, but the modes of illustrat- 
ing it are infinitely various, each period having some which are 
peculiar to itself. And it is in the skillful use of these thatia 
minister’s great strength often lies, far more than in the most exact 
knowledge of systems, or the most adroit or threatening array of 
theologie syllogisms. _ It is in this matter of adaptation to the age 
that the children of this world are so often found wiser in their 
generation than the children of light. It is a mistake in this sense 
to suppose that theology is not progressive. As far as new modes 
of stating and illustrating old truths, of giving clearness, vivid- 
ness, trenchant force and effect to lessons long known but care- 
lessly heard is concerned, it is progressive. But some self-satisfied 
teachers seem to rejoice in saying that “ Theology is stationary, 
and we are stationary with it.” And I remember it reported of a 
certain divine, who even said that “ For thirty long years he had 
not acquired a single new theological idea.” He must have been 
in truth miraculously well furnished at the start. But such as he 
could hardly wonder that the veriest stripling, with respectable 
organs of speech and gift of illustration, should outstrip him far 
in getting the ear of the multitude. Indeed, this may explain in 
part what many greatly wonder at, that churches of present times 
should show so strong a proclivity toward calling very young men 
in preference to preachers of riper experience and more solid at- 
tainments, and that a man happening to be prematurely bald or 
prematurely gray, if entering the lists for a vacant pulpit with a 
young man, may reckon on almost certain discomfiture. This re- 
sult is not often witnessed elsewhere. In every other profession 
a, man’s ripening experience —other things equal —gives him 
higher and more commanding ability, and makes his services 
more valuable, It is so in the law, where increasing experience 
is regarded as conferring increasing power up to three-score and 
ten, and even, in some instances, four-score years. It is so in 
physic, emphatically, where the young man is rather ignored on 
the score of inexperience. But in divinity, in preaching, the 
youth—I mean no disparagement to a class whom I love—rudd 
and of a fair countenance, whose weapons have never been tried, 
is looked upon often as an oracle, whose glance is overpowering, 
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whose utterances are inspirations, and is taken to a church’s bosom 
in preference to the experienced warrior whose skill and prowess, 
acquired by years of experience and unflinching industry, the ene- 
mies of Zion know right well. 

Why this anomalous preference, reversing all rales that seem to 
be established elsewhere, giving the place that the veteran can 
hardly fill, to the veriest. conscript, putting the raw and inexpe- 
rienced over the long-tried and thoroughly practiced? Is it not 
the buoyant sympathy with the age, the faculty, the tact, I may 
call it, of catching its earnest glowing spirit, and reflecting it, that 
invests the youthful champion with charming interest, making the 

pular heart warm toward him, and sometimes, too, through mis- 
taken partiality, pushing him so far in the forefront of the battle, 
that he is found to lack the nerve and steady strength to hold his 
ground long? Other things no doubt enter into the grounds of 
this preference, such as the ridiculously small compensation which 
many churches give, utterly inadequate to the maintenance of any 
but a young man; the want of ability to discriminate justly 
sound from sense, the solid and substantial from the merely showy 
and superficial, which it is no disparagement to say marks some, 
perhaps not the least influential, in most congregations, causing 
often the merits of the ablest and most suggestive preachers to: be 
overlooked, or passed upon with a summary verdict of disap- 
proval. Let it be so, but let no minister on that account forego 
the toil requisite to make his discourse adapted to his times, and 
specially to the circumstances of his flock. Let him burnish the 
bullion of Scripture with the grosser materials provided to his 
hand for the purpose. Let him from the inexhaustible treasure 
of God’s word bring forth things new and old, but made fresh, spi- 
rited, life-like, variously attractive, by the copious aids which the 
whole world around him supplies. And wherever his lot is to 
labor, he will never fall to the level of a mere retailer of soporific 
truisms, but will be owned by all who know him, as a preacher 
and teacher of power, will grow in strength and honor among a 
growing flock, and many trees of righteousness, bearing fruit to 
his careful culture around him, and blooming too in the spirit-land, 
will attest the smiles of the Lord of the harvest on his arduous 
and faithful ministry. 

2. Unselfishness is another important element of a minister's 
power; the sinking of self in the cause espoused ; the absorption 
of self-love and self-seeking in the glories of the cross. 

And here we have brought before us again the noblest example 
to guide and direct us that the world ever saw. The brightness 
of the Father’s glory, incarnate in the form of a servant, a lowly 
and despised man, giving, with sublime. liberality, himself, his 
services, his toils, his agonies, his precious life, not for his friends, 
but for his foes; not for righteous men on whose behalf some 




















188 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


might even dare to die, but for the stubbornly rebellious and vile, 
who did not love him nor desire him originally. The mighty Son 
of the Father, rich with all the unimaginable riches of the God. 
head, became poor for us and such as we, that we through his 

overty might be forever rich! Amazing disinterestedness! 
Rnaeetons condescension and love! This was giving like a God 
indeed! And thus he continued to give through all his earthly 
ministry, sealing it on the cross by the all-expressive words, “It 
is finished ;” the whole work, begun, carried on, and consummated, 
for sinners’ advantage, not for his own. 

Thus, too, the great Apostle, his renewed nature bathed in the 
spirit of his ascended Lord, recognized in all his unselfish minis- 
try, the force of the injunction, that “the disciple be as his mas- 
ter, the servant as his Lord.” He gave his talents, influence, sub- 
stance, soul, and body, every faculty of his being, a living and 
rejoicing sacrifice to the Master who had bought him with his 
blood. And with a consecration as disinterested as it was noble 
he gloried in suffering and tribulation for Christ, that thereby he 
might pay back, as it were, some part of the mighty debt he owed 
his once crucified Lord. The selfishness of the natural man 
seemed utterly immolated on the altar of his faith, so that not a 
particle remained. 

This is the spirit with which the true minister should be bap- 
tized, if he would be a man of power. It exerts strong control 
over the sentiments and action both. 

As influencing the sentiments, it tends to make the mind mag- 
nanimous, to raise it above what is little, and groveling, and mean. 
It banishes from the bosom the wretched spirit of envy and jeal- 
ousy, and from the lips the fruits of these, detraction, evil-speaking, 
and harsh judgments. There is little danger indeed of our think- 
ing more highly of our brethren than we ought to think. There 
is great danger of thinking or speaking of them less worthily than 
we should, and greatest danger of all, of thinking more highly of 
ourselves than in any way fitting to our position of poor “earthen 
vessels” holding treasure belonging to God. The devotedly earn- 
est minister will be lenient in his judgments of others—severe 
only toward himself. And if Paul could cry out, under the well- 
nigh crushing burden of responsibility and conscious imperfection, 
“Oh! wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death?” much more reason have we to utter the sen- 
timent with poignant sensibility now, as we feel how much greater 
our shortcomings are. 

This unselfish spirit, which is a magnanimous one, will lead us 
to look upon other’s successes in the ministry with satisfaction. 
Instead of decrying any man, instead of casting the smallest obsta- 
cle in the way of any man, or of uttering a whispered word or 
innuendo, or enacting a shrug that may prejudicea worthy brother 
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in the Lord in the estimation of others with whom he may wish 
to stand well, we shall not only bid him “‘ God speed,” as a labor- 
er with us in a common vineyard that is wide enough for us all, 
but help him on when we can to an honorable place in it. Instead 
of envying a man who may be raised above us by the partiality 
of others, or who, in the assembly of the elders, may be called to 
sitin a higher place than we, we will thank God that there are 
men worthier than we, to be promoted to higher posts which re- 

uire often higher attainments and more labor to fill them well, 
and thus shall we practice at least the apostolic injunction—in honor 
preferring one another. 

I am sure this spirit is consonant with the true Christianity. I 
am sure it breathes from the teachings of our Lord and from his 
example too, and from those of the great Gentile apostle, and is a 
beautiful mark of conformity in sentiment and life to the Master's 
rules, I can not view in the same light the opposite to this, the 
spirit of self-exaltation and self-seeking, wherever or by whomso- 
ever exhibited—the Diotrephes spirit, “loving to have the preém- 
jnence among men,” the prurient fondness for prominence and 
notoriety, the parading of oracular sayings and wondrous per- 
formances before the public gaze, the placarding of quaint and 
curious themes to be discoursed upon on extraordinary occasions; 
the advertising lures to catch the notice of men, glaring from the 
columns of secular prints, side by side with notices concerning 
Spiritualism, Mormonism, Swedenborgianism, and even those of 
female orators, who with an unwomanly contempt of Paul, pro- 
claim that the doctrine of “ learning in silence with all subjection 
and not to teach” publicly, is an infringement of woman’s inde- 
feasible rights. I judge no man nor woman either. But it does 
appear that all such expedients to attract attention, show a very 
mistaken interpretation of the inspired aphorism, “ before honor 
is humility.” 

John Foster, remarking on Dr. Hill’s biography of Dr. Blair, 
finds fault with the biographer for describing as the preacher’s idea 
of the “summit of ecclesiastical success and honor, the High 
Church of Edinburgh,” and adds sarcastically, that “ every sen- 
tence (in the book) is so set to the task of applause, that even Dr. 
Blair, whose vanity was extreme, would have been almost satisfied 
if such an exhibition of his qualities and talents had been made in 
time to have been placed in his view.” ‘This is a humiliating 
statement concerning one of the popular divines of his day. We 
hope it is too strongly put. But it conveys a mee significant 
lesson notwithstanding, which every ambassador of Christ, beset 
as he is with enticements, will do well to ponder and heed. One 
of the precious fruits of the Spirit is meekness — modesty. As 
the Master rises in our view, the servant sinks; as he increases, 
we decrease ; as the cross with its glory fills our horizon, self re- 
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cedes and vanishes, and the blessed crown to exalt the humble to 
the conqueror’s seat, appears from afar above the inscription: He, 
that is greatest among you let him be as the younger, and he that 
is chief as he that doth serve. 

But this unselfish spirit, the evidence and the fruit of utter con: 
secration, will be sure to make its power seen and felt in action. 

The devoted servant will live and act the magnanimity with 
which his principles inspire him. The mind being in him which 
wasalso in Christ Jesus, he will not look on his own things merely, 
but also on the things of others. He will not only deal out the cup 
of cold water —the heart’s ministry to the necessities of the 
humblest disciples in the name of their Lord — not only visit the 
widow and fatherless in their affliction, pour the oil of sympathy 
into the bruised bosoms of stricken and sorrowing ones; not onl 
be given to hospitality, rebuking thus by his example, the unfeel- 
ing spirit which once forced the blessed Master to say, the Son of 
Man hath not where to lay his head; but more than this, he will 
stand ever ready to aid to the utmost of his ee every good 
work and enterprise, aiming to glorify God in advancing the high- 
est, because the truest interests of man. 

Time will not permit me to enter into any detail here, as this 
branch of the subject opens of itself a wide field for illustration. 
I can only specify a single article belonging to the topic under 
present discussion, and that is, ministerial liberality — the off: 
spring of the unselfish spirit — in the literal meaning of this word, 
the minister’s giving for Christ as one man, and of his substance, 
be it less or more — bestowing it on the great cause which has re- 
ceived his consecration, as a matter of principle and privilege in 
itself, and for the potent influence exerted in this way upon the 
liberality of others, and the telling effects of the whole upon the 
common cause. 

I know well what objection will meet me here to this view — 
the wretchedly scanty support which many of our beloved 
brethren, among the most Ie orious, honored, and devoted of our 
ministry, receive from the churches they serve; the inexorable de- 
mands of a sometimes large family, whose wants are very inade- 
quately supplied through the exercise of the sternest economy ; the 
freezing pressure of debt, which even such economy is often unable 
to ward off, (the customary tale of good brick unpityingly exacted, 
while the straw is not furnished withal.) I know all this, and 
knowing it, I candidly declare, that the force of the temptation —I 
will call it such — to give little, to persons so situated, is so im- 
perative, as almost to justify the toil-worn, spirit-bruised laborer 
for Christ to yield, in a degree, to its urgency. For how can a 
man give when he has nothing to bestow? And in this view too, 
the strongest palliation is found for the course of those hard-worked, 
ill-paid pastors, who, if they do not openly discourage, certainly 
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do not warmly advocate, the appeals of our Church Charities, to 
their respective congregations, use these congregations queru- 
jously proclaim themselves well-nigh exhausted by the burden of 
rendering to the pastors they have called, all promised “ attention, 
love, and obedience in the Lord,” and by giving them half a sup- 
port, ‘freeing them from worldly cares and avocations.” 
I appreciate the cogency of the argument, I feel the dangerous 
power of the situation. But at the same time I remember the 
recious words of comfort and encouragement which the divinely- 
ving Master has spoken and reiterated for all self-denying, 
struggling, faithful souls, ev those who serve him as a 
tles. I remember the rich blessings, outweighing far all the gold 
and. gems of earth, guarantied to liberal souls making cheerful 
sacrifices for him. I remember what words of commendation, and 
whose they were, that accompanied the widow’s two mites, which 
she dropped with trembling hand but with trusting heart into the 
treasury of the Lord. And I remember —God grant that I and 
my brethren may never forget, nor fail to feel their deep signifi- 
eance — the blessed words alike suggestive to Christian minister 
and Christian layman, in all time and every where: “ Give and it 
shall be given unto you — good measure, pressed down and shaken 
together and running over, shall men give into your bosom.” And 
if meu who are evil know how to make such return to the chari- 
ties of their brethren, the irresistible corollary is, that the Infinitely 
Good and Merciful will do it much more freely and abundantly 
to those who make cheerful sacrifices for Him. + 80 
I rest upon this as an experimental truth. I believe that with 
what measure we mete it shall be measured to us again; that often 
our temporal prosperity, always our spiritual prosperity, other 
things equal, will be in the exact ratio of our liberality for Christ 


—that the homely couplet of John Bunyan, involving a seeming 
paradox, u 


“There was a man, though some did count him mad, ie 
The more he gave away, the more he had,” 


is forever verified, when the giving is directed, in a right spirit, 
toward Christ’s honor and glory, and that the Apostle’s touching 
commendation of the churches of Macedonia, which out of their 
deep poverty, up to their power and beyond their power, prayed 
with much entreaty, the acceptance of their gifts for Christ, has au 
abiding significance to all Christian hearts that would in like man- 
ner abound in riches such as the Master’s gift-scattering hand can 
and will supply. 

If then we would be prospered, if we would have our churches 
prosperous, we must practice liberality, and influence whom we 
can to practice it, not saying to others “Go,” while we lag behind, 
but, “Come and follow” where we lead the way, I believe it will 
be found as a general rule that those churches which are most 
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enterprising and liberal, which respond most heartily to appeals 
addressed to the Christian heart, which exhibit the most healthy, 
buoyant, and vigorous Christian life, which labor in the common 
cause most efficiently, and which are most truly prosperous and 
blessed, are precisely the ones which have been best educated to 
the practice of this great principle — liberality — or which enjoy 
the labors of a ministry —an inestimable boon it is — whose ex- 
ample enforces the magnanimous precepts preached by them on 
the Lord’s holy day; while those, on the other hand, afflicted with 
spiritual drought and leanness are the ones which have wandered 
back into the dreary, doleful desert, away from the blessed well- 
springs around which living verdure blooms, and withholding 
from God more than is meet, the natural result has been, it has 
tended to poverty. 

I appeal to the Secretaries of our various Boards who have 
visited our churches, to witness the truth of this averment. They 
know well where they are received the most cordially, bidden “ God 
speed” the most warmly, and find the most earnest attention and 
the most fruitful responses. I would disparage no man and no 
church, but I must speak God’s truth to-night with an earnestness 
demanded by the hour. A more liberal spirit, is one of the crying 
wants of our Church. We have enlarged through God’s good 
guidance, and are enlarging still our operations, requiring larger 
means to make the wheels of newly-adjusted machinery work 
smoothly and well. Our Foreign Missionary Society stands now 
on an independent basis, and this change of policy the enlightened 
sentiment of the Church applauds. But to sustain our beloved 
missionaries abroad, and second their self-denying zeal for Christ, 
we require and must have greatly increased contributions, else 
this strong arm of the Church’s enterprise becomes paralyzed in 
the act of stretching it forth for the first time. 

“Stretch forth thine hand,” the Master said to the man partially 
paralytic. And when he attempted to do it, not knowing that he 
could do it, but prompt to obey the gracious mandate, his faith’s 
attempt was instantaneously successful, and the crippled limb was 
made sound as the other. So it is not Christ that paralyzes, but 
Christ that restores. And he can cure a crippled church if it but 
look to him and trust in him, not less than a crippled physical 
body. And we trust the Church is looking to him now. 

From the heart of the whole Church the strong prayer has been 
going vs as with one accord, during the months past: “ Have 
mercy, O Lord— heal our sicknesses and infirmities; give not thy 
heritage to reproach; visit us with thy salvation, O Lord.” From 
the rivers of Maine to the mines of California, from the bosom of 
every hamlet and village, and town and city, the deep-toned voices 
of praying men and praying. women have ascended to the ears of 
the God of Sabaoth, issuing too day after day, from public places 
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of prayer in our populous cities, thronged at mid-day, a time when 
business burdens are —s heaviest, with persons supplicating 
God for the outpouring of his Spirit, or confessing sins, or re- 
joicing with joy unspeakable in new-born hopes of heaven, and in 

ing children by adoption in the Father’s great family of faith, or 
recounting what great things the Lord had done for them or their 
families or friends, or for bold conspicuous sinners brought to 
enter like little children into the kingdom of God. 

Such a Pentecostal spectacle has never been witnessed in the 
land before ; so intense and wide-spread an interest in the grandest 
of concerns, a work so spontaneous, marked by circumstances so 
decidedly proclaiming it the work not of man but of God. It isa 
signal manifestation of the Spirit-pouring right hand of the Most 
High, characterized by but little excitement, strictly speaking, but 
by deep, devout interest, by quiet and reverent waiting upon the 
appointed means of grace, by breaking down the stubborn fences 
of denominational exclusivism and bringing Christians of different 
names to sing and pray and rejoice together, and with one heart 
and voice and aim, bowing themselves before God with strong 
cries for his promised blessings. 

And while we, O brethren! many of us at least, have shared 
the fruits of this blessed harvest-season — while we, with brim- 
ming hearts and swimming eyes, have said in regard to this mar- 
velous spectacle of the Lord’s doing, “ Bless the Lord, O our 
souls, and all that is within us bless his holy name ;” what hope 
for the future prosperity of Zion does not this great miracle 
inspire | 

can speak of it only in the single aspect that falls in with the 
present train of remark, that of increased liberality for Christ, 
prompted or exemplified by ministerial liberality. In the actual 
accession to the churches, we have many thousand of new-born 
hearts, warm with love and zeal, ready to lay their free gifts on 
the altar of a common consecration, and prove their sincerity by 
the practice of the injunction, Freely have ye received, freely 
give. We have the gratitude of the Church for all God’s mercy- 
showers falling so copiously upon her, to stimulate her efforts and 
make her charity abound toward him. We have the newly- 
kindled ardor and devotedness, springing up in the heart from 
sympathy with the rejoicing thousands recently born into God’s 
kingdom, saying, each one, with a burst of happy consciousness, 
“This one thing I know, that whereas I was blind, now I see,” 
and saying with an ardor which pants to be engaged in the 
Father’s business, ‘ Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ?” 

All this we rely upon confidently as giving a fresh and most 
decided impulse to Christian philanthropy. The Church, methinks, 
must soon feel this impulse to its remotest extremities. The ex- 
hausted treasuries of our Boards have heard the shouting of the 
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host and the captains, because the ark of the Lord’is among them, 
and will soon, as supplies come pouring in, clap their hands 
for joy. I shall be greatly disappointed, if, as the direct fruit of 
this wide-spread revival, such an impetus is not given to Christian 
benevolence, that the deficiencies of the past year of financial diffi- 
culty and embarassment, will not be largely overbalanced the 
coming years; if the distress which some of our great religious 
Societies have felt and feel now, from the smaller supplies they 
have received,do not move the heart of the whole Church to come 
— to the rescue, and with the strong arm of Christian 
eharity, to roll back the grim waves which may have seemed to 
threaten disaster to some of these Institutions, whose work in past 
— the Lord of the harvest has been pleased so signally to 
onor and bless. 

Then shall the Church, rising from her dust and sackcloth, put 
on beautiful garments of gladness and praise. The time of hee 
mourning is over. Her prayers have been answered. Her minis: 
ters are clothed with salvation, and her saints shout for joy. ‘And 
as people and pastors blest together with every perfect gift poured 
upon them by the liberal hand of. the Father of lights, bring in 
return their free-will offerings together, and lay them rejoicing on 
the Lord’s altar, every heart will feel that the great result, longed 
for and sighed for, has indeed come in answer to the Church’s cry 
of faith: “Save now, O Lord, we beseech thee — we beseech thee, 
O Lord, send now prosperity.” 

3. I notice one more element of power in the minister, and that 
is, a spirit of unfaltering trust in God —in his ways and decisions 
concerning us — and, springing from this, a serene contentment to 
labor as best we can, where the Supreme Wisdom has appointed 
our lot. I will touch this very briefly. 

Weare all but parts of one great body, of which Christ is the 
head. The honor is surpassingly great to belong to it, to bea 
member of it, at all. But we may not arrogate any thing to our- 
selves on this account. We are merely subordinates, and so un- 
important individually, so insignificant, I may say, that the loss of 
the strongest of us would not cripple the body — would not inter- 
rupt the healthy flow of the vital current— would, in fact, to all 
practical intents, hardly be missed, any more than this earthly ball 
would be missed from the universal system, if stricken out of being 
by the hand that created it. It is not for the loss of the individual, 
however high and honored, to interrupt great Providential pro- 
cesses, or defeat the accomplishment of the Maker’s mighty de- 
signs. The loss of the man, high, honored, and useful as he may. 
have been, essential as the continuance of his life may seem to 
the successful completion of whatever great enterprise, is, in this 
stirring world of ours, but a ripple on the surface of society —a 
little while, and all iscalm and unruffled as before. So God has 
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ordained. Even the death of Moses, which the wailing tribes re- 
garded as an irremediable calamity, did not prove so. God raised 
up Joshua to take his place and assume the leadership of the host. 
The thought of the small vacuum our loss will occasion to the 
Church, and the ease with which the Master can fill our place with 
another, when he is pleaged to bid us rest from our labors, may 
be mortifying to mortal pride. But the fact is so, and we should 
profit by the lesson which every page of the Holy Word teaches 
us. Nevertheless, while laboring in the vineyard, we call no man 
master but Christ. We stand on a level in dignity conferred by 
the Master equally upon us with the brethren who are our co- 
workers. And if there is no room for boasting, there is none for 
repining and discontent. Obscure as the position of some of us 
may be, we are still trust-agents of the Lord, and responsible to 
Him alone for the improvement of our stewardship, and are sur- 
rounded with means of usefulness which we may employ as effec- 
tively as others, and which none should dare to disregard. And 
while there are degrees of honor among men, the honor that comes 
from God is the noblest, and that is secure if we conscientiously 
do our whole duty. The lot is cast into the lap, but the whole 
disposing is of the Lord. Let us ponder this, and that it is no 
chance event that has placed us in this or the other field. And as 
we look around us and behold, what sheaves remain to be gathered 
in our harvest field—how many wandering sheep may be brought 
through our wakeful and anxious care, into the good Shepherd’s 
fold— how many timid, wavering souls may be strengthened — 
how many dying-beds may be soothed and made radiant with 
heavenly light imparted by us— how many noiseless efforts put 
forth, in the mere love of Christ, may work results that shall be 
long and widely beneficial—and how many “lively stones” to 
adorn yon heavenly temple, disinterred from rude quarries here, 
and hewn, and shaped, and polished, through earthly toils and de- 
votion. Oh! what cause is there for gratitude to God, that he 
has deigned to honor us with this high trust, given us strength to 
labor, and such rich opportunities for exerting it profitably. 

And if we will look at this matter for a moment, in the light of 
the faithful daily life-service of the obscurest minister of us all, 
this truth will shine out only the more brightly, Called to labor, 
we will suppose, among an untutored and rude people, with the 
barest pittance to feed and clothe the body, and fit it for its toils, 
and maintain the dear ones whose comfort is more precious to him 
than his own, with a cultivated mind capable of furnishing from 
its gathered stores, stated repasts, which would prove pleasantand 
strengthening to cultivated hearers, but which those he ministers 
to, find unsubstantial, if not tasteless — obliged to study the home- 
liest speech, that the words spoken may not be shorn of power — 
finding no collateral stimulants to work hard and continuously, 
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such as the popular preacher can hardly fail to feel— namely, 
large and attentive congregation anxious to hear him —the pre- 
sence of persons of refined taste and perhaps critical judgment, by 
whom the best exercise of his powers will be appreciated — the 
voice of applause, which, thoug oo in whispers, as it rarely 
is, is very apt to reach the heart, which, of all others, should be 
least affected by it, and which, in spite of grace, is apt to be but 
too soothing to an imperfectly sanctified nature—the delicate at- 
tentions bestowed upon the minister and his family, by those who, 
pleased with his services, would show their sense of what is due to 
them and him, in this considerate way —the facilities which 
worldly means furnish, for the gratification of educated tastes, and 
for adding to his stores such knowledge as books can supply, and 
thus adding to his efficiency as a preacher, while enlarging the 
sphere of his personal enjoyment — all, all serving to make the 
feet move more lightly in the path of duty, and as gentle though 

otent goads to incite the energies when prone to flag and droop, 
into fresh diligence: how different all this from the situation of 
the man we are considering! He has a little and rough field to 
till, with audiences small and listless, prone to lay their own dull- 
ness at times to the preacher’s charge — with little enlightened in- 
sight into his wants, and less true sympathy with his real sorrows 
— with some to cry out against any little appearances of taste and 
refinement his household may present, as unbecoming pride, and 
others to proclaim the paltry pittance doled out to him as an ex- 
travagant gratuity — forced himself to stifle his cravings for wider 
knowledge from lack of means to pursue it, and for the same rea- 
son, the cravings of those who love him most for comforts rarely 
beyond the reach of the common artisan; he needs, poor man, 
strong faith to believe the divine word, ‘ Whom the Lord loves 
he chastens ;” for he is certainly chastened in these respects very 
sore. 

And yet sublimely patient in tribulation, “steadfast and un- 
movable” in his loyalty to Christ, with his eye fast fixed on hea- 
ven, he is always abounding in the work of the Lord. And re- 
garding the rugged, unsympathetic Sabbath-day hearers before 
him, as the caskets containing each the priceless gem of an undying 
soul, whom his labors may win and save, he presses on to reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all long-suffering and doctrine, thirsting for 
the attainment of this one object alone; like Jonathan Edwards 
among the Stockbridge Indians, or David Brainerd in a kindred 
field, or our own beloved missionaries in theirs ; if so be, God will 
honor him, in bringing some these as weeping penitents into his 
kingdom. ’ 

The picture is not a fanciful one, nor colored too highly. I 
know not how you may view it, my brethren —such patience 
under privations, such unrequited toils with not much earthly 
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good to solace or sweeten them, such uncomplaining endurance of 
hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ, suffering and faithful 
even unto death; but for myself, I will confess that I regard the 
man who practices this, and such as he, as the true martyr- 
heroes of the Church, as belonging to the noble band of whom 
this world is not worthy, as illustrating most strikingly the genius 
of our religion, pointing forever to self-denial, suffering, death, if 
need be, for Christ, as the badge of its heavenly origin, a condition 
of its overcoming power. | 

Be it ours, wherever God may cast our lot, to emulate this high- 
souled consecration, this lofty trust, this “‘ contentment,” which, 
viewed in these aspects, is, ‘with godliness,” and must ever be, 
“great gain.” ‘ Certainly,” as Bacon says, “it is heaven upon 
earth to have a man’s mind move in charity, rest in Providence, 
and turn upon the poles of truth.” This heaven upon earth, thus 
characterized, is preéminently the true Christian ambassador’s, 
notwithstanding all his hardships. The place of combat and toil, 
where the Master has ~ 5 us, is the place of honor and of 
joy. Let us occupy till He come to bid us go up higher, and so 
occupy, that when he shall appear, we may Have confidence, and 
not be ashamed before him at his coming. 

Do we need other stimulant than this? Are other inducements 
necessary to prompt the service, whose faithful life-long perform- 
ance brings its own exceeding great reward? The worth of the 
soul, the approbation of Christ! Grand ideas, mighty motives 
both. Volumes of uninspired words fail to set forth the worth of 
the individual soul, so vividly as the one awful question, What 
shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world and lose his own 
soul? To feel this with a becoming intensity were enough to 
enlist in the great object every faculty, to hallow every personal 
sacrifice, to kindle the most languid faith and zeal and love into a 
steady, quenchless flame. To win this soul, to compass its recov- 
ery, no toil should be considered too great, no burdens too heavy, 
no cares too wearisome, no losses or crosses too afflictive. In such 
a cause the Lord is on our side. The Master’s eye is fixed upon 
us; his words encourage, his smiles cheer, his arm succors, his 
Spirit guides and gives success, his hand holds out full in our 
faith’s view the crown of our rejoicing, and his voice, when our 
work is done, will pronounce the decisive greeting : ‘“‘ Well done, 
good and faithful servants.” 

Such an object, such a cause, such a leader, should fire the 
bosom of every captain of the host. We know the enthusiasm 
which a mere earthly commander, such as Napoleon, could infuse 
into the breasts of the armies by whom his wonderful victories 
were achieved; how every soldier identified himself with his 
country’s honor and glory, fought as though his leader’s eye rested 


- on him alone, and as if on his own arm depended the success of a 
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doubtful day. And at the thrilling words, “Soldiers, forty cen- 
turies are looking down on you and on your deeds from the to 
of the Pyramids,” stood rénidy every man to rush toa bloody death 
cheerfully as to a morning's repast. 

But the God of all the centuries is looking down on us. And 
he who wore a thorny crown, but wears one of glory now, is sur- 
veying us from his royal seat, saying: “ Be ye faithful unto death 
and I will give you a crown of life;” and angels, in whose 
sence is joy over one sinner that repents, are beholding and 
encouraging our steadfast loyalty, and a great cloud of witn 
of patriarchs, = martyrs, who through great tribulation 
have entered the abodes of the blest, are holding us in view and 
bidding us press toward the mark which they have reached, and 
secure the prize through a like baptism of trial. 

Should this not quicken our pace, nerve our courage, make our 
hearts burn within us with fresh zeal, trust, hope, joy, enthusiasm? 
impelling us to lay aside every weight that may hamper our 
advance, fear no foe, regard no obstruction, make no compromise 
with earth or sense or sin, doing and suffering all things at. our 
great Captain’s call; and rejoicing that we can make the Apostle’s 
glowing sentiment our own: “ For I reckon that the sufferings of 
this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory 
which shall be revealed in us.” 

Then, in fine, what a brief time remains for us to do this work, 
and bear these burdens for our Lord? The hours of life’s longest 
day are few indeed, and even these liable to be made fewer still. 
To some the day is already far spent, and the night is just at hand, 
while to all of us the night is not distant far. The past year has 
uttered its monitory voice with striking, and, in some respects, 
startling* impressiveness. Not that Death has reaped a wider 
harvest than usual throughout the broad field of his constant 
operations, for his remorseless sickle is never still, and the sheaves 
he is every year gathering, are countless as the leaves shaken 
down by autumnal blast. But when our own hearthstone is in- 
vaded, and the spoiler snatches a beloved form from our very 
arms, we feel the blow more deeply than a thousand similar blows 
falling elsewhere. And when the little home-circle of our beloved 
Church is afflicted with breach on breach, as it has been within the 
year, and under circumstances so unwontedly painful, the visita- 
tion touches our hearts with a power that makes every string and 
every fiber vibrate. 

Ludlow, and Knox, and Westbrook, and Romeyn—the fathers 
of the Church—where are they? The Master whom they served 
faithfully, had need of them elsewhere, and has called them home. 
His hand has taken off the wearying burdens which they bore 
long, though without a murmur, and they find now the sweetness 
of the heavenly rest. Venerable and beloved servants of the - 
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Lord, whose cross was their life-long glory and joy—they fulfilled 
their course manfully and well, each standing in his lot at the end 
of his days, ready for the call which translated from a lower to a 
higher sphere, and leaving a fragrant memory and fruitful works 
to be cherished by the Church they loved. Polhemus+in the 
fullest glory of his manhood’s strength, just united to an infant 
church by ties strong as ever held pastor and people together, and 
devoted with them to the upbuilding of a most important enter- 
prise, whose prospects under a ministry so honored and efficient, 
grew brighter every day, leaving hardly room for one misgiving 
as to its complete success, was rudely arrested in the midst of this 
eareer of usefulness. Nor could the yearnings of a fond famil 
sitting in speechless agony beside him, nor those of a tremblingly 
anxious church, who felt that they could not be sundered from the 
pastor of their choice, nor the deep sympathies of a whole commu- 
nity, nor the intercessions of the Synod gathered here, avert the 
fatal hour. And from this house that noble form, cold in death, 
was borne amid tears and lamentations, and laid gently to sleep 
with his fathers, in hope of a blessed resurrection, And now, as 
though Death had not done enough to show his terribleness, and 
what a brittle thing a strong man’s life is, we miss from our assem- 
bly to-night one whose beaming face we had certainly expected, 
less than a little month since,* to see here; the cordial grasp of 
whose hand we had hoped to feel, and hear the kindly accents of 
his voice, bidding us all welcome, and extending to us a free hos- 
pitality. We do not see him here, alas! though met in his own 
church—his so recently—and among his own beloved. people. 
But we see instead, this sable drapery, these emblems of mourning, 
this pensive assembly, proclaiming, oh! how impressively, that we 
shall no more see on earth the face of our dearly beloved brother 
and friend! And in place of the greetings we had hoped to receive 
and return, all we can do is, to mingle our tears with a sorely 
smitten family, with a bereaved church, with a sorrowing commu- 
nity, and with one mind to commend them with tender and affec- 
tionate solicitude, to the Great God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who smites not to slay, who afflicts not to overwhelm or 
destroy, and from the fountain of whose inexhaustible mercy, 
streams of consolation flow down ever, to all bruised, patient, 
trusting souls, to soothe every anguish, to meet every crisis, to 
overrule every calamity, and make the blackness and gloom of 
the night, give place in his own time, to the brightness and joy 
of the morning. 

From the freshly-covered graves of these fathers and brethren, 
earnest and persuasive voices reach us. They cry aloud that “all 


* Dr. Scott was called suddenly to rest from his labors on the eighth of May, 
1858, . 
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flesh is grass and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the 
field.” They tell us that the hours of our day will soon be num- 
bered, and the shades of the night will settle around us. They 
proclaim that no mortal vigor, no manly bloom, no closest ties 
that bind heart to heart, man to his family and friends, the pastor 
to his people, the minister to the militant Church, the citizen to 
society, are ramparts strong enough to bid defiance to death, 
They bid us to be also ready — to pray, and weep, and work, and 
watch; to beware how we leave for the morrow the tasks which 
the present hour demands. They bid us yield every talent and 
faculty to him who has bought us with blood, to be earnest, labori- 
ous, steadfast—just and gentle—kindly-affectioned and true—mag: 
nanimous and brave. -They bid us live soberly, righteously, 
godly, in this present world, looking ever for that blessed hope, 
and the glorious appearing of the great) God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, 

Blessed Master, great guardian of thy Church —we hear these 
voices reaching us from thy throne and from thy word, as well as 
from the tomb of our departed brethren. May they fall upon our 
hearts with power. May they awaken us to renewed consecration. 
May they so incite us to work the work given us to do, that we 
may ever be found ready for the time of our departure. And 
when the summons comes, whether suddenly or not, may it open 
to us the kingdom prepared for thy faithful ones from the founda- 


tion of the world, that entering there, we may behold thy face 
in righteousness, and be satisfied gloriously as we awake in thy 
likeness. 





